RUSSELL COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

CONSTITUTION

Preamble


We, the undersigned, wishing to secure for ourselves the pleasures and benefits of an association of persons commonly interested in Amateur Radio and to serve the public in times of need and disaster, constitute ourselves the Russell County Amateur Radio Club (hereafter referred to as RCARC) and enact this constitution our governing law.  It shall be our charitable purpose to provide emergency communication capability to local governments in times of disaster and to enhance the public welfare and safety in doing so.  It shall also be our purpose to further the exchange of information and cooperation between members, to promote radio knowledge, and to so conduct club programs and activities as to charitably advance the general interest in and welfare of Amateur Radio in the community and to train club members to more effectively provide emergency communications as stated above.  

Article I: Membership


All persons being interested in Amateur Radio and radio communication in general shall be eligible for membership.  Membership shall be by application and election upon such terms and conditions as provided for in the club Bylaws.

Article II: Election of Officers

A. The officers of this club shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

B. The officers of this club shall be elected for a term of one year.  Elections shall be carried out pursuant to procedures set out in the Bylaws.

C. Vacancies occurring between elections must be filled by special elections at the first regular meeting following the withdrawal or resignation.  If this is not possible, the remaining officers may appoint an individual to the position temporarily until formal elections can be held.  Notification of elections must be given to all members in good standing within a reasonable amount of time prior to the meeting.

D. Officers may be removed by a three-fourths vote of the membership.

1.  Following the removal or resignation of any officer it shall be incumbent upon the remaining officers to ensure that all club records are present and accurate; and properly account for any and all club property.

Article III: Duties of Officers
A. The President shall preside at all meeting of this club, and conduct them according to the rules adopted.  He/she shall enforce due observance of the Constitution and Bylaws; decide all questions of order; sign all official documents adopted by the club, and perform all other duties pertaining to the office of the President.

B. The Vice-President shall assume all the duties of the President in his/her absence.  In addition, he/she shall organize club activities, plan and recommend contests for operating benefits, and advance club interest and activity as approved by the club.  He/she shall maintain close liaison with relevant emergency personnel in order to represent Amateur Radio operators in local emergency planning.

C. The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meeting, keep a roll of members, submit membership applications, carry on all correspondence, read communications at each meeting, and notify members of upcoming meetings.  He/she shall keep the Constitution and Bylaws of the club and have it available at all meetings for consultation by the membership.  At the expiration of his/her term he/she shall turn over all records pertaining to the club to his/her successor.

D. The Treasurer shall receive and provide receipt for all monies paid to the club; keep and accurate account of all monies received and expended; and pay no expenditures without proper authorization by the club or its officers constituting a business committee.  At the end of each quarter he/she shall submit to the members and officers an itemized statement of disbursements and receipts.  At the end of his/her term he/she shall turn over all records pertaining to the club to his/her successor.

Article IV: Dues

A. The club, by simple majority vote of those present at any regular meeting (provided there be a quorum) may levy upon the general membership such dues or assessments as shall be deemed necessary for the business of the organization.  Non-payment of such dues of assessments shall be cause for expulsion from the club within the discretion of the membership.  Special considerations will be given due to financial hardship or illness.

Article V: Amendments

A. This constitution or the Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the total membership.  Proposals for amendments shall be submitted in writing at a regular meeting and shall be voted upon at the next following regular meeting, provided all members have been notified by mail or telephone of the intent to amend the constitution and/or Bylaws at said meeting.

Amendments

Amendment 1:  Use of Club Property/Assets (Effective September 1, 2000)

Amended and moved to bylaws.

Amendment 2:  Dissolution Or Termination of Club (Effective March 1, 2001)

At such time as the membership sees fit, the club may be dissolved by a three-fourths majority vote of the members.  Club officers shall be responsible for transfer of all club assets to another acceptable not-for-profit organization pursuant to Internal Revenue Service regulations.

Amended and enacted this day of March 1, 2001.  

Signatories:

