Bylaws

1. Membership and Election Process

A. Anyone wishing to become a member of the RCARC shall be given an application by the Secretary to complete and return to the Secretary for review.

B. At the next regular meeting after the application is received, the application will be submitted by the Secretary to the membership for acceptance.

C. After the membership has accepted the application, the Secretary will prepare a written ballot consisting of the applicant’s name(s) (in alphabetical order) and call sign.  The three choices available shall be “Approve” “Reject” and “Abstain” in that order. 

D. At the next meeting, ballots will be given to all members present.  The applicants (if present) will be asked to leave the room.  Debate will ensue.  After debate has been completed, members will indicate their decision on the ballots.  At no time may members or club officials place any other marks, etc on the ballots other than those indicating the selection(s) of the members.  The ballots will then be passed to the President, who will tally and announce the results.  The Secretary will verify the accuracy of the tally, and then the ballots will be destroyed.  The applicants will then be brought back into the room and told the results.

E. Proxy votes may be counted, provided the following:

1. The proxy vote shall be given to a member in the form of a written request.

2. The Secretary shall verify the proxy vote as being authentic.  In the event the Secretary is the submitter of the proxy vote, then another club official shall verify the accuracy and authenticity of the proxy vote.

3. If the proxy vote is determined to be authentic, the Secretary shall prepare a ballot with the words “Proxy Vote” in the upper right corner and will indicate the decision of the member appropriately. 

4. The Secretary will then show the completed ballot to the member submitting the proxy vote.  In the event the Secretary is the submitter of the proxy vote, another club official shall verify the accuracy of the ballot before submission.  The ballot will then be included with all other ballots for counting.

F. Constitutional Elections shall be carried out at the normal March meeting.  Candidates for these offices shall inform the Secretary by no later than February 1 in the form of a written request their desire to run for office.  The Secretary shall have a ballot prepared by the regular February meeting.  Ballots shall be accepted by the membership at the February meeting, and be cast and tallied at the regular March meeting.  

G. There shall be two categories of membership:

1. Full membership is open to all licensed amateurs, including those who have passed all applicable licensing exams but have not yet received their license (CSCE proof must be provided).  Full membership includes all club privileges including the rights to vote during club meetings and hold office.

2. Associate membership is open to all interested persons.

2.  Meetings

A. Regular meetings shall be held on a monthly basis at such date and time as is agreed upon by the membership.  The meetings shall be held in a public location and shall be announced beforehand to the membership.  

B. The President, at the request of any member, may call special meetings.  Notice shall be given to members concerning special meetings as to time, place, and business to be transacted.  Only such business as is beforehand designated shall be transacted.  Such notices shall be sent so that they arrive not less than 24 hours before the meeting.

3.  Dues

A. A regular monthly assessment of $2 per member is hereby levied in accordance with provisions of Article IV of the Constitution of the Russell County Amateur Radio Club.

4. Committees

A. The officers, to address particular issues that may arise and also to conduct activities with and for the membership and the general public, may appoint committees.

B. All committees shall be conducted in accordance with current technical knowledge and good amateur practice, as well as an attitude of civic-mindedness toward the community.

5. 5. Use of Club Assets

A.  Club property or property in the custodianship of the club may be used for

activities outside of normal club activities, provided the following:


1. The loan and return of said equipment and its condition at the time of loan and return are properly documented.
2. The equipment is returned in as good as or better condition in which it is loaned (normal wear and tear excluded).
3. The equipment shall be used for only legitimate amateur radio uses to further the individual's training or effectiveness in carrying out emergency communications.  This requirement may be relaxed in the event of non-communication emergencies and club equipment could be utilized for charitable purposes.
4. The equipment shall be returned in a timely manner (or immediately upon request by the club).
5. If the equipment is damaged or destroyed, the individual agrees to either pay for the repair or replacement of said equipment.
6. Any breach of these rules may result in suspension of equipment privileges, expulsion, or legal proceedings against the individual for recovery/repair of said equipment. All associated legal fees shall be the exclusive responsibility of the individual if a court of competent jurisdiction rules the individual is at fault.
7. It is understood by all parties that the loan of equipment is for use of club members only (unless the equipment is used pursuant to Rule 3), and does not convey any property rights whatsoever. All equipment loaned remains the property of either the Russell County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. or the Russell County Board of Supervisors.
8. The Russell County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. makes no warranties, either express or implied, to the capabilities, usability, or performance of any equipment in its possession or custodianship. The individual shall assume all risk in using the equipment, and agrees to hold the club, its officers and members harmless if the usage of loaned equipment results in damage to any property or persons.
